
EAST PORTLEMOUTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND 
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held in the Village Hall on 
Tuesday18th May 2021 at 7.00pm 

 
PRESENT: Councillors Ann Jones, Mandy Knowles Richard Lawson and Crispin 

Waterhouse 
In attendance – A. McMullin (Acting Clerk)  

 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
District and County Councillors’ report – none received. 
 
Annual Report – Mike Harris 
It is impossible to report on the last twelve months without starting with the most 
momentous - and saddest - item; the passing away of Cllr Jane Parker.  Jane was 
the epitome of a Parish Councillor – interested in and committed to the welfare of 
the parish, forthright in her views whilst also willing to listen to the ideas of others 
and unswervingly unafraid to air her opinions, always in a clear and focused 
manner.  When Motor Neurone Disease (which she faced with customary bravery) 
took her in such an untimely manner, East Portlemouth was left a poorer place. 
The Parish Council decided to honour Jane with the planting of a tree on the bank 
by the Village Hall, a fitting memorial for such a lover of things horticultural and 
arboreal. 
The onset of the COVID pandemic coincided with the collapse of the road to Mill 
Bay, which caused much dismay.  Our Highways Officer, and the Devon County 
team and their contractors, were extremely proactive in liaising with the Parish 
Council to ensure as smooth as possible a resolution to the problem.  The 
construction work might have taken a long time, but the result has been widely 
admired. 
The Parish Council took the lead in co-ordinating a local response to the pandemic.  
Very soon a list of helpers was assembled, alongside a much shorter list of those 
who considered themselves vulnerable and possibly in need of assistance.  It says a 
great deal for the community spirit of the parish that the official list of helpers was 
called on only once – needs were met by neighbourliness.  It is also worth recording 
that, when the official list was called upon, there were so many volunteers that it was 
hard to make a choice! 
For obvious reasons, the quantity of planning applications has been less than 
normal, but the Parish Council has managed to consider a number of different 
proposals.  [The most significant of these were two full planning applications, one for 
the sub-division of West Prawle house into two, which is still ongoing, and the sub-
division of three apartments at Gara Rock into six, which was permitted and work 
may even now be completed.  There were 15 further smaller applications including 
three for work to trees with Tree Preservation Orders attached. Four applications 
were made for variations to existing permissions.  Two are ongoing to be decided, 
one being High Nature Centre which has proven controversial.] 
It remains worth remembering that, although it is to be hoped that a Parish Council’s 
voice might be considered seriously, it is just one input in the planning process. 
The Parish Council arranged for the replacement of the defibrillator in the bus 
shelter.  This was due for an update, and has been secured via a four year plan with 
the South West Ambulance Service.  Work is under way to site a second defib near 
the Ferry Steps to cater for the holidaying masses. 



The Parish Council also organised and funded repairs to the seating at the Ditch 
End War Memorial.  Although this is not on parish land, the Council felt that, as a 
public memorial and amenity, it was fitting for us to facilitate the repairs.  The 
Council is very grateful to East Portlemouth resident Don Rigby of Form and 
Function Timberworking for the excellent work.  
The last year has seen the co-option of two new Parish Councillors – Ann Jones and 
Mandy Knowles.  If such enthusiasm grows, we might even have to hold elections in 
the future! 
On a personal note, as ex-Chair I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone 
involved with the Parish Council for all of their help and support over the past, very 
strange, twelve months. 
 
Police report 
We have had very few calls to EP area. Volume went up with COVID, second home 
breach reports, gatherings on beaches etc and normal summer issues around 
inconsiderate parking. I don’t think we’ve had too much marine based theft yet.  
Generally, we are starting to see a rise in acquisitive crime. Theft from insecure barns, 
garages, grounds or houses etc, effectively where people are getting complacent and 
leaving property outside. Reminder to all that it will be a busy summer, with lots of visitors 
to our area and some of them will take opportunities to acquire a nice paddle board or 
kayak if its left lying around, to steal a quad bike from an insecure barn, or take plant if 
left insecure on a site. Other than that I hope you all have a safe and prosperous 
summer. 
PS 4698 Timmis. 
 
Action: Police report to be circulated more widely to village. 
 
EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

189. APOLOGIES – to note apologies received 
Julian Brazil, Judith Hilditch, John Taylor 

 
190. CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 
John Taylor – nominated by Ann Jones, seconded by Crispin Waterhouse 
Lindsey Lindley - nominated by Richard Lawson, seconded by Ann Jones 
It was unanimously resolved to co-opt John Taylor and Lindsey Lindley. 
 

Action: Acceptance of office forms to be emailed for completion. 
 
 
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

191. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Chairman – Lindsey Lindley nominated by Richard Lawson, seconded by Ann Jones 
It was unanimously resolved to elect Lindsey as chairman. 
 
Vice - Chairman – Ann Jones nominated by Richard Lawson, seconded by Crispin 
Waterhouse 
It was unanimously resolved to elect Ann as Vice-Chairman. 

 
Action: Acceptance of office forms to be emailed for completion. 

 
192. APOLOGIES – to note apologies received 
Julian Brazil, Judith Hilditch, John Taylor 

 
193. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING held on 9 March 2021 



Agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record. 
 

194. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable interest they may have in any items 
to be considered. They are also reminded to consider whether in the light of recent 
activities any items within their Register of Interests should be updated. 
 
None declared. 

Action: New Register of Interest forms need to be completed and returned to SHDC. 
 

195. PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
a. 0883/21/VAR Applicant Name: Mr & Mrs Wooldridge. Description: Application for 
variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning application 1648/18/HHO.  
Address: Waterhead Chivelstone East Portlemouth TQ8 8PA. 
A ‘no comment’ response was submitted on 9 May 2021. 
 
b. 1264/21/FUL Applicant Name: Mr James and John Fisher. Description: 
Refurbishment of boathouse and roof raise. Address: The Boathouse Mill Bay East 
Portlemouth TQ8 8PU. 
 
A member of the public requested permission to speak and the meeting was 
temporarily suspended.  Councillors expressed concerns about the height of the 
proposed refurbishment, the lack of detail about materials used and the overall 
appearance of the boathouse and impact on the amenity view from the water. 
Following discussion it was resolved to recommend support with conditions that the 
pitch of the roof was not changed and that materials used for the roof and walls were 
sympathetic to the intended use as a boathouse.  Council to seek assurance that the 
use of the boathouse would continue to be ancillary to the property Kingsgrove.  
 
c. Tree Preservation Order: 
No:1038 Tree Preservation Order 2021: Smalls Cottage and Foreshore. Trees of all 
species, deciduous, evergreen and coniferous. 

Recommendation: Clerk to write supporting letter. 
 
d. New premises alcohol licence application 
Mr Dale Jefferies & Mrs Mary Roberts for The Pizza Garage, Wincot, Town Road, 
East Prawle, Kingsbridge, TQ7 2DF 

Recommendation: Clerk to write supporting letter. 
 

196. CLERK’S REPORT 
None 
 
197. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
Car parking provision in the parish 
Councillors raised concerns about the restricted parking at NT Mill Bay and lack of parking 
attendant, the impact on alternative parking areas and nearby lanes of the anticipated 
increase in traffic this summer. A number of ideas were exchanged before and during the 
meeting to mitigate the problems. It was agreed that a working group of interested parties 
be set up with the objectives of reducing visitor traffic and improving parking arrangements. 
 

Action: LL to ask for volunteers to join a working group, to contact external agencies and to 
arrange a first meeting after half-term with evidence of traffic problems. 
 

198. PROPOSAL FOR RESOLUTION 
To procure a new parish website 
 



Three detailed quotes had been circulated to councillors.  It was felt that a decision needed 
to be made without further delay and after discussion it was resolved to accept the quote 
from BWP Creative Limited. 

Action: LL to liaise with Clerk to take forward. 
 
199. REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES 
It was reported that the Council has a number of policies, standing orders, financial regulations 
and so on, that need to be reviewed on an annual basis.  It was agreed to review these in PC 
meetings from June onwards, the Clerk to provide copies of the current policies and any revised 
or new policies for councillors to consider. 

 
200. COUNCILLORS’ AREAS OF SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 2021/2022 
Deferred to next meeting. 
 
201. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a. To approve end of year accounts 
Approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 
b. Resolution to declare the Council meets the qualifying criteria of Regulation 9 of 
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and therefore is exempt from 
limited assurance review. 
Resolved 

 
c. To approve payments 
15.03.21 S Winstanley (reimbursement for tree) £49.75 
15.03.21 DALC (training course)   £18.00 
Approved 
 
d. To note cash at bank at 18 May 2021 £12,224.88. 
Noted 
 
202. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

 
Noted: 1 June, 6 July, 7 September, 5 October, 9 November 7 December, 2021 (if needed) 
and 4 January, 8 February, 8 March, 5 April 2022 at 7.00pm; Annual Parish Council meeting 
10 May 2022. 

 
 
 
Signed:……………………………………….. 
Chairman 


