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View from Reader Andy …. 

 
 
I’m writing this in January, during yet another lockdown, but you’ll be reading it in 
February (or later) when lockdown might have ended. All our churches were closed 
for the Wednesday of Epiphany, the Baptism of Christ, the conversion of Paul, and 
Candlemas. They might still be closed for the Sunday next before Lent (St Valentine), 
Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. We can’t meet together at the moment, but 
we can still show that we care. 
 
In the west, the 14th February is St Valentine’s day. So, who was he? Well, the name 
Valentine means “strong, worthy and powerful” and was popular in late antiquity: 
which is why some of you may remember me saying that over time there were 11 
different saints named Valentine recognised by the church. Three of these St 
Valentines are known to be associated with 14th February – one was the Bishop of 
Interamna (today called Terni) in Italy, one lived and died in Africa and one was a 3rd 
Century Roman. Probably it’s this last one who has been associated with courtly love 
since the middle ages. 
 
The basic story of this St Valentine is one of a priest in the Roman Empire of around 
the third century, who ministered to persecuted Christians. He was imprisoned for 
performing Christian weddings for sweethearts, in secret, in defiance of the Emperor 
of that time, who believed unmarried soldiers fought better as they were unfettered 
by worrying about what would happen to their wives or families if they died.  
 
While in prison, Valentine healed the jailer's blind daughter and they became friends, 
with her visiting him. On the day of his execution, the saint reputedly left a note for 
the girl signed “Your Valentine”. Another account records that he cut small hearts 
from parchment to give to the wedding couples as a reminder – possibly the origin of 
the modern use of hearts on cards given to loved ones on St Valentine’s day. 
 
St Valentine’s day was established as a feast day by Pope Gelasius in 496 AD and is 
celebrated on 14th February in the Western Christian calendar, but it is on 6th July in 
the Eastern Orthodox one for some reason. Of course, there are still disputes about 
the choice of that particular date in February as there is little evidence it really was 
the anniversary of his birth or death, but it does correspond with the pagan Roman 
festival of Lupercalia when naked men would run around the city. It also matches the 
later belief in the Middle Ages that birds paired off in mid-February, associated with 
the romance of St Valentine. 
 
Over the centuries St Valentine was forgotten and then remembered again. But 
that’s really what started it – all the valentine cards and other expressions of love on 
or around the 14th February. 
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So, other than sending a Valentine card to everyone we know, in this time of 
lockdowns and isolation while we all await our turn for the vaccine, what can we do 
to show others we care for them? How can we follow Jesus’ exhortation to love our 
neighbour when we are separated and apart?  
 
Scientists have said that having a thriving social network makes you healthier, 
because the support of other people reduces the harmful effects of stress. Social 
connection can lower anxiety and depression, help us regulate our emotions, lead to 
higher self-esteem and empathy, and actually improve our immune systems. By 
neglecting our need to connect, we put our health at risk. Scientists believe that the 
influence of others may encourage behaviour that contributes to good health such as 
laughter, feeling happy and being more active. Loving your neighbour is actually 
proven to be good for them and for you. 
 
Remember that even the smallest things can make a difference. One of the best ways 
to show we care is to stay connected. We use video calls, telephone calls, email, 
cards, social media or even old-fashioned letters to keep in touch. Then there’s all 
those activities together online: cooking with grandchildren, helping with remote 
schooling, gaming, playing music, forming a book club, exercising together, having a 
Netflix virtual party, celebrating happy occasions; showing them we are there for 
them. Continuing to love our neighbour.                                                                  

 Andy 

 
 

Online Services  
10-30am Each Sunday in February 

 
Ken Ball is arranging these services and they can be joined by going to 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7941618992  OR  for those using the Zoom App, the 
Meeting ID is 794 161 8992  OR  by telephone. The passcode is available from  
Ken Ball tel: 531414 or Ann Williams tel: 853141 or Vicky Tucker tel: 511332 

 
If joining by telephone many call plans have an hour free to a geographic number in 
the evening and at the weekend, but do check first with your phone provider.  
  
Accessing a service by telephone is quite easy. 
1. dial 0203 051 2874 – a man’s voice will answer 
2. enter the Meeting ID (see above) followed by # 
3. the man will ask for a participant number – just press # 
4. enter the passcode (see above) followed by # 
5. the man will ask you to speak your name to identify you to the host, followed by # 
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Buckland tout Saints 

St. Peter’s Church 
 
 

Flowers: Betty Warne 
 
Church Cleaning: Ann Williams 
 

Church Services 
It is with regret that services in January and February are suspended due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. We continue to be very grateful to Ken Ball for all his work 
organising the on-line services every Sunday which are now not only serving our 
benefice but also the church communities at Stoke Fleming, Blackawton, Strete and 
East Allington. If you would like to ‘attend’ one of these services joining details are 
shown on page 4. We hope to resume services in church as soon as possible. 
 

Parish of Buckland-tout-Saints 
The consultation on the draft Scheme for the creation of a new parish of Buckland-
tout-Saints and the renaming of the parish of Charleton with Buckland-tout-Saints to 
be “Charleton”, together with altering the benefice’s legal name closed before 
Christmas. We have been advised that no objections were received and the new 
scheme is likely to come into effect this month. 
  
Outdoor Carol Singing in December 
Fortunately a break in the wet weather enabled us to meet outside and sing carols at 
Buckland Court just before Christmas. About 40 spread-out singers gathered round 
the sparkle tree after a cup of mulled wine and mince pies to sing the familiar carols. 
To end the evening Rob Moore read a poem by Max Boyce, with a little adjustment 
by Rob to make it topical. Many thanks to everyone for the donations of £120 for 
Kingsbridge and Saltstone Caring. It was a welcome and most enjoyable event to end 
a difficult year. 
 

Welcome   
A welcome to Tom, Olivia and baby Teddy who have recently moved into The 
Granary, Buckland Court, Goveton. We hope they will enjoy spending their holidays 
here. 
 

Roof Damage  
St Peter’s stands out prominently in the landscape and we enjoy far reaching views 
over the countryside from the church yard. However when it is windy it is windy at St 
Peter’s. Storm Bella on Christmas Eve left us with the unwanted present of lost roof 
slates and pools of water near the organ. We were pleased to be able to get the 
repairs completed before the heavy rain in January. 
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Parish Council 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is by Zoom on Tuesday February 23rd at 
7.30pm  
 

Link Magazine Subscriptions for 2021 
The Link subscriptions are now due. If you would like to continue receiving the Link 
please give or send your £10 to either our Treasurer Joan Alford, Nethercombe, East 
Allington TQ9 7RQ or to Ann Williams, Old Dairy, Buckland Courtm Goveton TQ7 
2DG.  Alternatively if you prefer to do a bank transfer, please contact Ann tel: 853141 
for the account details. 
 

Coleridge Community Bus 
The bus leaves East Allington on Tuesday mornings, arriving in Ledstone at 9.40am 
and in Goveton at 9.50am. It allows about two hours in Kingsbridge before the return 
journey, pick up points being the bottom of the town or at Morrisons supermarket.   
To book your place on the bus please contact Peggy Chapman tel: 521266 by the 
previous Monday evening. 
 
For all church matters please contact the Churchwarden Ann Williams tel: 853141 or 
by email:  acwilliams149@gmail.com 

 
    

Fairtrade Fortnight: 22nd February – 7th March 
 
It has been a terrible year for farmers and workers in the global 
south.  In 2020, on  top of the pandemic, they had to deal with 
the growing impact of climate change: more droughts and crop 
disease, locusts, floods, fires, and heatwaves.  No wonder their 
harvests were shrinking. 
 
Yet with the help of Fairtrade, many of these producers of food, drinks and cottons 
can be equipped to meet more everyday needs, and to deal with the challenges 
facing them.   
 
So this month, why not visit www.fairtrade.org.uk and see how you can send some 
support. 

 
 

Editors’ Note 
The copy date for the March Link February 22nd to  

Sandra and John Eaton by email: home@jseaton.myzen.co.uk 
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Chivelstone 
St. Sylvester’s Church 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Joyful News  
The builders started the 
restoration work on 
January 4th, there is an 
enormous amount of 
scaffolding up and the 
work is going forward well. 
Luckily the weather was 
mostly dry in the first two 
weeks of January, let us 
hope it continues and 
enables Westcountry 
Stonemasons to complete 
the work as soon as 
possible, the contract time 
is 44 weeks. 
 

Church Services 
There will not be services at Chivelstone Church for several weeks. We cannot use 
the Church while the builders are working and we are not having any services at 
present because of Covid-19 but funerals can continue with minimal numbers. We 
hope to have services in the Community Hall when we are allowed. 
 

Crib Service  
This was the only Christmas service held in St Sylvester's. Those who came very much 
enjoyed it. The service took place at the back of the church as the pews have been 
moved. The children dressed up in appropriate costumes and acted out the 
Christmas story. The choir was able to sing with the congregation humming along. As 
it was a sunny day we were able to go outside at the end of the service to sing the 
last carol.  
                

Parish Giving Scheme 
Chivelstone PCC is now part of the Exeter Diocese Parish Giving scheme, (donations 
given on a regular basis by direct debit). Would you like to be part of this scheme and 
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support the maintenance and life of our Parish Church? 
 
Due to the Covid-19 the Church has lost all its regular income, in the past twelve 
months there have been only six collections at services instead of a weekly collection 
and we have not had any fundraising events. No coffee mornings, no Fete, Open 
Garden, Concert, Harvest in the Pigs Nose and no donation from Prawle Fair. This has 
meant our loss in 2020 is £10,000. 2021 is continuing in the same vein, we hope it 
will change and we will be able to fund raise again soon when Covid-19 permits. 
 
The Parish Giving scheme is administered by the Diocese of Exeter who collect the 
covenants, claim the Gift Aid and pay the proceeds directly into our Church Bank 
Account. To become a donor for the Parish giving scheme you can set up a regular 
Direct Debit gift to St Sylvester’s Church by asking for a paper direct debit form from 
Vicky Tucker tel: 511332, for more details on how the scheme is run go to 
wwwparishgiving.org.uk/donors/how-it-works/ this gives all the information and 
other alternative methods of arranging how to contribute. 
 

East Prawle History Society 
Forthcoming Event – Roger Tucker is holding an online talk, 120 years of Farming in 
Prawle, South Devon on February 23rd 7pm-8pm. It is free and organised by the 
South Devon AONB. If interested please contact by email 
enquires@southdevonaonb.org.uk or telephone 01803 229330 to book which is 
essential.   
 
St. Sylvester's blog has now started. This is available on the History Society website 
htts://eastprawlehistorysociety.co.uk/blog. 
 
The History Society’s website, www.eastprawlehistorysociety.co.uk is well worth a 
look.  For further information please contact Kate Jennings tel: 511382 or Vicky 
Tucker tel: 511332. Information is also available on Facebook. 
 

Chivelstone Parish Community Hall  
At present the Hall is closed. 
                                                                                            

Coleridge Bus 
The bus is still running with some changes to the routes and there is a new booking 
process. These changes are due to the reduced number of passengers that the bus is 
able to seat to keep both passengers and the driver safe, and, because the bus may 
not be operating every day due to driver availability. Additional passengers will be 
accommodated when people are travelling from the same household. On entering 
the bus it will be clear which seats are available for your use. A face mask/covering 
must be worn whilst you are on the bus. 
 
 



9 
 

In order to book your seat in the week ahead you must ring Sean O'Reilly (tel: 01548 
857373) on the preceding Sunday between 4pm and 6pm. You will then be informed 
what days are available to you that coming week and Sean will book you in. If the 
answerphone is on please leave a clear message with your name and number and 
Sean will contact you and confirm a booking. If you are unsure of your plans on a 
Sunday you can ring during that week and Sean will book you on the next available 
bus that meets your needs. If you need to cancel a booking please leave a message 
on the number, above. Passengers will not be picked up unless they are booked due 
to the limited seating. A face covering/mask must be worn on the bus.  
 

Travelling Library 
The Mobile Library is unable to come at the moment.  
 
The Piglet Stores are now closed for the winter as is the Pigs Nose. We look forward 
to them opening as soon as possible. 
 
The Correspondent for The Link is Anne Blyth tel: 511280 or email:  anne@epkinema.co.uk. If readers 
know of anyone else who would like to take The Link regularly, please contact Richard Cordy, tel: 511430 
The website for all six churches in the Start Bay Benefice is www.startbay.org.uk. 

 
 
 

Church Action on Poverty  
Sunday February 21st  
 
 
We live in tough times. The past twelve months have highlighted the inequalities that 
sweep too many people into poverty. But we have also been reminded of the values 
that matter most: mutuality, compassion and community. As we journey forward 
together, we have the chance to do things differently. If we are to build a society in 
which everyone can live a full life, free from poverty, we must ensure the voices of 
people who are struggling to make ends meet are heard. 
 
This month we can join churches around the UK in prayer, giving and action, on 
behalf of those who are struggling with poverty.  Society should be “founded on 
compassion and justice, where all people are able to exercise dignity, agency and 
power,” says Church Action on Poverty.   
 
Church Action on Poverty is a national ecumenical Christian social justice charity, committed 
to tackling poverty in the UK. It works in partnership with churches, and with people in 
poverty themselves, to tackle the root causes of poverty. For more details go to 
www.church-poverty.org.uk/  
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East Portlemouth 
St. Winwaloe’s Church 
 
 

 
Will and Faye’s Wedding 

 
 
 
 
Saturday December 12th saw the long-awaited 
marriage of Will Parry and Faye Franklin. Covid 
regulations were, of course, in place, but the church 
was beautifully decorated, as were the attendees!  
The lovely ceremony was followed by a celebration 
in the Village Hall.  We wish Mr and Mrs Parry every 
happiness in their future life together. 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Matters 
Sunday December 20th saw St 
Winwaloe’s host its Carol 
Service. An extraordinarily large 
congregation (especially when 
you consider how inclement the 
weather was) gathered at 
socially distanced intervals 
throughout the churchyard.  A 
splendid tree, erected and 
beautifully decorated by Andy 
Coton, shone brightly, a 
portable organ was played in 
the porch, Andy McMullin did a 
tremendous job to lead the service through the wind and rain and Lindsey Lindley, 
our Churchwarden, ensured that everything ran smoothly and according to Covid-19 
regulations and guidance. A very welcome Christmassy feel in such strange and 
uncertain times. 
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Christmas Day Service 
 
Less than two weeks after the wedding of Will and 
Faye, it was members of the older and younger 
Parry generations who helped to light the advent 
candles during the Christmas Day service.  Possible 
symbolic meanings of the Twelve Days of 
Christmas left a sizeable congregation with much 
to ponder and beautiful renditions of traditional 
Christmas carols were played in lieu of singing.  
Again, many thanks to Andy and Lindsey for 
managing to create such a lovely service under 
such difficult circumstances. 
 

 
Jane Mary Parker (nee Cornforth) July 29th 1951 – December 24th 2020 

Jane was born in the summer of 1951 and sadly 
died on Christmas Eve, her 43rd wedding 
anniversary. A great family person, her untimely 
death from Motor Neurone Disease was, as per 
her wishes, at home in her own bed. 
 
Jane was a lady of many talents. Locally she was 
well known and much appreciated for her 
contributions to the Parish Council and as a bell-
ringer and, for many years, as an organiser of 
the Church Fete.  
 
In her professional life, she became an expert 
physiotherapist, reaching Acting Superintendent 
at King’s College Hospital by the age of 27. 
Family commitments dictated a switch to 
private practice, where she continued to help 

various Olympic teams and latterly became an external examiner for UCL’s 
postgraduate physio course. 
 
Although as a youngster she was mostly a summer visitor to her Granny, Euphan 
Cornforth, in East Portlemouth, she returned full time to her “family home” in 2008. 
Gardening was perhaps her foremost hobby and her skill was evident in the largely 
replanted garden at Crossways, much enjoyed by all who visited. Her love of wildlife 
ensured year-round colour and pollen for the bees. She was an expert skier, 
helmsman, cook, needleworker and artist; and loved walking both here and in the 
mountains. 
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Facing her terminal disease with great strength and courage, Jane became a 
passionate and eloquent campaigner for the “right to die”. 
 
Jane is greatly missed by her husband, Adrian, their three daughters (Emma, Hazel 
and Clover), and their five grandchildren. 
 

East Portlemouth Parish Council 
Parish Council meetings are open to the public and an Open Forum at the start 
allows for members of the public to air their views on parish matters.  The Parish 
Council’s standing orders allow for three minutes per person and a total of fifteen 
minutes.  At present, meetings are being held virtually via Zoom; if you wish to 
attend, please email the clerk – clerk@eastportlemouth.org.uk – for details. 

 
 

Planting your Spring Garden …  
 … For the Garden of Your Daily Living (Roland Ledoux) 

 

Plant three rows of peas 
1. Peace of mind 
2. Peace of heart 
3. Peace of soul 

Plant four rows of squash 
1. Squash gossip 
2. Squash indifference 
3. Squash grumbling 
4. Squash selfishness 

Plant four rows of lettuce 
1. Lettuce be faithful 
2. Lettuce be kind 
3. Lettuce be patient 
4. Lettuce really love one another 

No garden is complete without turnips 
1. Turnip for meetings 
2. Turnip for service 
3. Turnip to help one another 

To conclude, our garden must have thyme 
1. Thyme for each other 
2. Thyme for family 
3. Thyme for friends 

 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love. There is much fruit in your garden 
because you reap what you sow. 
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South Pool 

St. Nicholas and St. Cyriac’s Church 
 
 
 
 
Church 
The Church of St Nicholas and St Cyriac will be open for private prayer every Sunday 
between 10am and 4pm.   
 
The Church looked very festive over Christmas with tall, brass candle holders on the 
backs of pews, glinting in the sun, through the coloured lead windows acting as our 
congregation. Plentiful community spirit was shown in South Pool this Christmas, 
with the putting up and dismantling of the joyous, Christmas lights along Fore Street, 
ably supported both in mince-pies and coffee by Val Statters.  
 

Thank You 
In light of the impact Covid-19 is having on everyone’s lives, Andie Day, requires a 
special commendation by us all for her tireless efforts in ably supporting and 
directing the community through these turbulent times. Andie and other noble 
villagers have offered their services to the NHS with regard to community 
vaccinations but they are still awaiting confirmation. Some villagers are now 
receiving vaccination appointments. 
 

Frank Green 
It is with deep sorrow that we mourn the passing of Frank Green, a very long-
standing member of the PCC and Chairman of South Pool Parish Council. Frank was a 
Parish Councillor for 50 years and Chairman for 30 years. His love for South Pool and 
its community will be long remembered.  His wise counsel will be missed by us all. 
 
In the wider Benefice Community Frank was active in many voluntary activities over 
and above his duties within the farming community. For many years he was a 
member of the Coastguard Cliff Rescue Team and had an active life supporting local 
rugby, in which he maintained his interest up to this date. 
 
Arrangements for a future memorial service will follow at a later date. 
 
Our sincere condolences go to Janet, Julian and Vicky at this very sad time. 
 

Village Hall 
The Village Hall remains closed for social activity under the government Covid-19 
guidance.  The hall may be made available in support of the South Pool Emergency 
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Plan for essential activity, but only in controlled circumstances which would require 
specific authorisations and acknowledgement from the South Pool and Surrounding 
Villages Corona Virus Support Group. 
 

Spring 
Spring, a welcome start to the year, is beginning to show in South Pool as Ted Hughes 
wrote, ‘The clue is a solitary daffodil-the first’ and the local farmers are awaiting the 
first lambs of the year. For any budding ornithologists in the area there are some 
exciting birds to be seen in Southpool Creek at this time of year. A common sight are 
Greenshank, Redshank and Egret which are often seen at low tide probing for 
invertebrates such as worms and shellfish. Rare sightings at this time of year are 
Curlews, but several pairs can be seen at the moment in and alongside the creek, as 
well as a pair of Red-breasted Merganser. If you are very lucky there are a pair of 
kingfishers which can be seen anywhere between the stepping stones and the 
pontoon.   
 
Spring is the start of our pathway to a better year. 
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Fake News … truth is at risk 
 

 
Truth is becoming a commodity, up for auction to the highest bidder, says 
Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell in a recent article published in the Radio Times. 
Lamenting the decline of truth in public life, the Archbishop explains “The echo 
chambers of social media and the fake news that often goes with it have led us to 
mistrust and cynicism. In other parts of the world, even news channels seem to be 
mouthpieces of certain political parties or vested interests.” 
 
Commenting on the US Presidential election, Archbishop Cottrell says “Look at how 
divided and mistrustful of each other the people of that nation have become. Most 
alarming of all, there seems to be no common understanding of what is true or who 
can be trusted. Truth itself seems to have become a commodity, bought by the 
highest bidder.”  
 
The Archbishop’s words echo those of former President Barack Obama, who told the 
BBC that the US was more sharply divided now than when Donald Trump won 
election four years ago. Using the term ‘truth decay’ to describe a rise in conspiracy 
theories and disinformation in the US, Barack Obama said, "I think at some point it is 
going to require a combination of regulation and standards within industries to get 
us back to the point where we at least recognise a common set of facts before we 
start arguing about what we should do about those facts." 
 
The Archbishop of York is warning that the divisions in the US could come to the UK. 
He believes that the BBC and other UK ‘public service broadcasting’ channels like 
Channel 4 have a vital role in holding the country together. He says “I know that 
there are many across the country who feel that during this terrible pandemic year, 
others have been favoured at their expense. The vision of the united but diverse 
nation that we see on TV programmes such as ‘Gogglebox’ is not always what we see 
around us.” 
 
The Archbishop is worried that the rise and spending power of US broadcasting 
giants Netflix and Amazon places “our British way of doing broadcasting under 
threat. A voracious, unchecked market may just sweep it away. Even some of our 
own politicians don’t always see this.” He adds: “Along with the NHS, and even the 
Church of England, the BBC and other public service broadcasters are a precious part 
of our cultural ecology. They help us to see ourselves clearly. They can be trusted.” 

 
Rev Peter Crumpler,  

a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and  
a former communications director for the C of E 
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Love is … 
 

 
 
 
As we mark Valentines’ Day this month, it is good 
to ask the question: what does real love look like? 
 
The Apostle Paul says: ‘Love is patient, love is 
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love 
never fails.’ (1 Corinthians 13: 4-8).  
 
 
Love is unconditional: 
At heart, love is not just feelings but action! Paul talks here about unconditional love, 
using the word agape, which demonstrated in God’s love for us: ‘We love, because 
He first loved us.’ (1 John 4:19). 
 
Love is forgiving:  
According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never having to say you’re sorry.’ This 
is rarely true in our experience! According to Paul, love is being ready to forgive 
others and ‘keeping no record of wrongs’ (5). We can only forgive others because we 
know God forgiveness in our own lives. 
 
Love is sacrificial:                                                                                                                           
Paul says that agape love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and self-sacrificial, 
putting the needs of other people first. This is modelled by Jesus giving His life for us 
on the cross. Take the words from 1 Corinthians and instead of the word love, 
substitute your own name. Now substitute the word Jesus. This is the Jesus who is 
available to you to make your love for others grow and flourish. 
 
Someone once compared love being like a group of porcupines huddling together on 
a cold night. The closer they get, the more they jab and hurt each other. ‘To love at 
all is to be vulnerable.’ (C S Lewis). 

 
Rev Paul Hardingham 
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Do your days rush by at a hectic pace? 
 

 
Have you ever stopped to think that your mobile phone and emails have not given 
you more time? Just more things to do in the same amount of time. 
 
We leave our messages in one place while we take our bodies elsewhere. Instead of 
doing one thing after another, we shoot out a variety of tasks, and then swoop down 
on them later, needing to deal with them all at once. 
 
In a four-minute clip from a street scene from an old Orson Welles film and a similar 
clip from a more recent film, you will see an amazing difference. In the early film, the 
camera records ‘real time’ – people get out of their cars, walk across streets, wait for 
lights, speak to other people, enter a bank. In the more recent film, a similar 
sequence was reduced to a half a dozen quick cuts. Transition time was eliminated. 
 
Modern life teaches us that ‘down time’ is wasted. Time is money. So mobile phones, 
emails, etc, enable us to ‘waste’ less time. The tempo of cultural life picks up, the 
heartbeat of daily life races, and our own body rhythms respond with adrenaline, 
cramped muscles and heart attacks. 
 
To take time out for daily prayer, for a quiet walk that is not to the next meeting, for 
daydreaming or for Bible study becomes a cross-cultural act. Following Christ, 
waiting on Him, is a countercultural act. 
 
One lovely biblical phrase is ‘in the fullness of time, it came to pass’. This suggests 
four things:  that time crests like a wave; that there is a right moment for things to 
happen; that it is not ours to plan that moment, but to recognise it; and that we are 
not the primary agents of what happens in the world. 
 
So, feel free to accept God’s offer of rest when you are weary; receive each moment 
of your life as a gift from God’s hand; pray to discern what each new encounter you 
make requires of you, and freely entrust everything else to God’s care. 
 

Rev Dr Herbert McGonigle 
 
 

 

It is all in the spelling… 
G  –  God 
R  –  Ran 
A  –  Alongside 
C  –  Carrying 
E  –  Everything 
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Do me a favour?
 

 
I just had an email from a clergyman, saying, “Hi” and asking me to do him “a favor”. 
I replied to say yes, of course. I then began to wonder why he had not said what sort 
of favour it was, and why he was asking me.  
 
I decided to telephone him and find why he had not explained. His wife answered 
and said: “Is it about the fake email?” I could tell from her tone of voice that I was 
not the first caller.  
 
This was a scam of some sort and probably the favour was to send money. The same 
day someone else in the same parish had their accounts hacked. The email addresses 
used were correct, but if I had looked carefully I would have noticed he would not 
spell “favour” like that and not say “hi”.    
 
This all makes me quite cross, because these scammers are playing on church 
members’ kindness. A friend of mine also got the email and was upset that someone 
else was in trouble. We need to be aware of the risks and look out for messages of 
any kind which seem strange.  
 
Criminals target churches and pretend to send emails from people in authority such 
as clergy, churchwardens or treasurers. They prey on our credulity and charity.  
 
What should we do? 
 
If you get a telephone call or email and you are not sure if it is genuine, use another 
form of communication to check.  
 
It is a crime, so report it to the authorities. If it is connected to a church, tell your 
diocese or governing body.  
 
The scammers must have got these addresses from somewhere. How easy would it 
be to get a list of the names and addresses of your minister, leaders and treasurer?  
 
Lastly, carry on being generous and kind. These scammers should not stop us.   
 

David Pickup 
 

 
 

Fall down 
One way to find out if you are old is to fall in front of a group of people. If they laugh, 
you are young. If they panic and start running toward you, you are old. 
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Hope for 2021…  
… celebrating the now and future creation  

 
 
I find that watching buds swelling on trees and 
plants during the winter months gives me a 
tremendous sense of hope. We may all need some 
extra hope for 2021, after the events of 2020. By 
the time you read this a number of us may have 
been fortunate enough to receive a Covid-19 
vaccine, but all of us will probably still be under 
various kinds of restrictions. After creation’s winter 
shut-down, the sight of tiny flowers poking out of 
brown earth may be more important than ever.  
 
Getting outdoors during daylight hours, enjoying green spaces and getting some 
fresh air and exercise are great ways to keep ourselves healthy at any time of year. A 
psychologist colleague wrote, “Attending to the details of nature can also inspire 
awe, which has been linked to positive mood and increased life satisfaction.” I expect 
it is this sense of awe that makes it easier for many of us to connect with God 
outdoors. 
 
Helping ourselves and others to thrive is a good start to 2021, but it is also vital to 
have hope for the future. The Covid-19 pandemic was caused by an animal virus 
jumping into the human population. Diseases like this are not ‘natural disasters’, but 
are almost certainly caused by environmental destruction and poor farming practices 
- either from greed or the desperation born of poverty. Part of the answer to the 
current crisis is for us to care for all of Creation, both human and everything else, 
with God’s help.  
 
Our ultimate hope is in God’s promise that He will bring about a new heavens and 
new earth. We can look forward to the day when Creation will be fully redeemed and 
liberated from evil. The Greek word used to describe the new creation is the same as 
that used to describe someone who becomes a Christian, whose humanity is 
restored and renewed. There will be continuity between the old and new earth as it 
is cleansed and purified, surpassing and perfecting what has gone before. There will 
also be some discontinuity, as there will be no more suffering or death.  
 
So, one source of hope for 2021 is that we can enjoy both caring for and meeting 
God in Creation. But the parts of Creation that we find most beautiful, giving us a 
sense of awe and helping us to worship, are also a reminder that there is something 
much better to come. 

Ruth Bancewicz,  
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St James the Least of All …. 
 

……. on why our church does not need health or safety  
 
 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I appreciated your recent concern when you heard one of our parishioners had 
slipped on a gravestone. Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I do 
know that sending your own church’s health and safety officer to give us some advice 
was kindly meant. But the 200-page report was not welcome. If we implemented 
even half of your officer’s suggestions, life would become unbearably safe. 
 
St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last 600 years without 
gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasing and electrical safety certificates, so I 
think we may survive a little longer without them. As far as I am aware, the only 
disaster to hit us was when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their horses in the nave – 
which I suspect a few of our oldest members still clearly remember. 
 
The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the lights occurs only 
occasionally, is relatively mild and soon over – and if it happens when preparing for 
the 8am Service, helps to wake them up. The weight of the Duke of Clumber’s marble 
sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from the rest of the church, but it is 
very slow – and the pews in that area are used only once a year when his relations 
visit from America to commemorate his death at Agincourt – which is probably just 
beyond remembrance of the oldest of our congregation. 
 
Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of buckets – and even 
you must concede that the fungi on the oak beams look really rather attractive when 
the sun catches them. The sapling growing out of the spire is certainly an issue – 
although it looks so attractive in Spring when in blossom. As for our fire 
extinguishers, they were serviced when my predecessor-but-two was in office, and I 
have the certificate to prove it. 
 
So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell him we will bear 
his recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was so sorry he slipped and broke his 
leg in our choir stalls while he was with us. But that bit of floor has been out of 
alignment since 1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it now. If only he had arrived 
encased in bubble wrap, it would never have happened. Perhaps you could put that 
on the agenda of your next health and safety meeting. 
 

Your loving uncle, Eustace 
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Around the Harbour….  
…. Magic in the air 

 

 
The Harbour may be empty but there is still stuff going on. The Salcombe-Kingsbridge 
Conservation Forum has been considering the effects of a lockdown summer. One of 
these was that more takeaways meant more litter since pizza boxes rapidly overflow 
the available bins and a gust of wind then carries the boxes into the water. For some 
reason, as yet undiscovered, fat, oils and, it seems, paints, are repeatedly being 
poured into the Kingsbridge road drains but, as these drains now lead directly into 
the Harbour, that is a problem. Nitrate levels are said to be down in Salcombe, but 
are still high in Frogmore and Kingsbridge, and 2020 saw more dense algal blooms 
and red (and green) tides than ever before –  I’ll not add to the unprecedented use of 
“unprecedented”. 
 
One excitement has been the discovery of dwarf seagrass in Collapit Creek and the 
possibility of transplanting some of it back into parts of the Harbour where it used to 
grow. Irritatingly, though, amongst this dwarf seagrass is a thriving colony of pacific 
oysters, which are invasive and damaging. So that has to be dealt with (when a way 
has been found to access the creek from the shore). Seagrass is everyone’s favourite. 
It stores carbon, cleans up pollution, is home to sea horses, and is now known to 
have the ability to mop up microplastics. 
 
Further encouraging news is that crab prices are good, the fishing fleet has managed 
to crack the bureaucracy so that it can continue to export crab to the EU, and the 
Chinese market seems to be holding up too. The news from Island Street is that sales 
in 2020 went well and they currently have more demand than they can supply. 
 
The Harbour also has sorted its finances. As the result of massive efforts by the 
Harbour Master and his staff, it looks as if the Harbour will not face a feared huge 
loss this year, but break even. This is good news for customers as it removes the 
need for steep rises in charges, so happy days for 2021. 
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That is not, of course, to say that we are necessarily free from the effects of Covid 
and the 2021 lockdown restrictions have already been promulgated. You may go on 
the water only for exercise, and sitting in a motor boat or even sitting in a sailing 
boat is not exercise. However, sitting in a rowing boat is wholly acceptable – 
something which I have been saying for a long time. 
 
As many places have seen, one of the troubles with Covid is that it can strike 
disastrously in regions which have hitherto been spared. Germany discovered this to 
its dismay: after a brilliant start keeping Covid well under control, the second wave 
has swamped it. As I write this, the South West, which has generally had an easier 
time than much of the rest of the UK, now has a higher R number than the densely-
populated areas of London and the South East. Even the Isle of Wight, which had 
very little Covid in the first wave has been heavily struck by the second. So be careful, 
everyone: this is a disease which you can’t see and don’t know where or when you 
catch it – until it gets you. 
 
In the Harbour the dark days of February should see another round of dredging 
which will keep the navigation in good order. And you can always pump up your 

heart rate by watching 
the America’s Cup and 
the unbelievable speeds 
which the AC75-class 
foiling yachts can reach. 
So far we have seen the 
75ft American Magic, 
shoot completely into 
the air before capsizing, 
at 45 knots or so. There 
will doubtless be other 
thrills and spills. 

 
Hugh Marriage lives in South Pool and is Deputy Chair of Salcombe Harbour Board. These articles express 
personal views. www.marriages.me.uk/hugh/blog  

 
Slow down 
 
Each Sunday morning our minister was mildly irritated by a member of the 
congregation who was a fast reader. Finally, announcing the 23rd Psalm, he added: 
 
“And will the lady who is always by ‘the still waters’ while the rest of us are still in 
‘green pastures,’ please pause until we catch up?” 
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Wordsearch 

 
 

February opens with Candlemas – the naming of Jesus in the temple. Simeon and 
Anna praised God to see the promised Messiah, sent by a loving God to save his 
people.   February also celebrates the love between a man and woman: Valentine 
cards and romance abound.  ‘Love’ as in social compassion is also remembered: Fair 
Trade fortnight, Holocaust Memorial Day, World Leprosy Day, and National Nest Box 
Week.... Love is truly needed by everyone!     
 
List of words to be found below 
 
Naming Christ Candlemas Simeon Anna 
Temple Love Valentine Romance Matthias 
Fairtrade Fortnight Coffee Banana Chocolate 
Justice Poverty Nest box Marriage Wedding 
Holocaust Leprosy  


